
 

 
The “AS YOU LIKE IT SAFARIS” CULTURAL TRIP FOR 

JEFF SINK TO SOUTH OMO VALLEY, ETHIOPIA. 
Ethiopian ground Tour Operator, Yoseph Getnet 

(Ghion Travel and Tours) 
Wednesday 13th July to Wednesday 21st July 

 
The cultural tour for visiting the people in the Southern Omo Valley. This adventure 
takes you on a cultural high, exploring some of the most remote areas of Ethiopia where 
some of the most colorful and beautiful tribes of the world live. The Mursi, with their 
decorative lip plates, the Hamer in their amazing hair decorations, the Ari, the Bena and 
several other tribes are covered on this trip. 

Day 1:  Wed. 13 July: Arrival in Addis Ababa  

Depending on arrival in Addis Ababa Ghion  Travel and Tours representatives will meet 
you at Bole International Airport. After transfer to your hotel an overview of the program 
will be given. The rest of the day visit historical sites in Addis Ababa including the 
National Archaeological Museum, where the 3,2 million year old skeletal remains of 
“Lucy” rest, which were discovered in 1974. Proceed to the Ethnological Museum at 
Addis Ababa University, the Holy Trinity Cathedral and Mount Entoto, which rises up to 
an altitude of 3200 meters and offers a panoramic view of the metropolis. Overnight 
Intercontinental hotel 
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Pic. Lucy’s skeleton at the national museum of Ethiopia 

 

Pic. Cathedral Trinity Church, Addis Ababa 
 

Day 2:  Thurs. 14th  July: Drive to Arba Minch about 500km from Addis drives 6-7 
hours After breakfast drive to Arba Minch via Butajira En route visit Tiya Steele, one of 
the World Heritage site and Melika Kunture. Overnight Paradise Lodge  



 

Pic. Tiya Steele field, near to the town of Butajira 

Day 3:  Fri. 15 July : Visit Doze Village and Boat trip on Lake Chamo  

After breakfast visit the Dorze tribe and their village, famed for their bee hive shaped 
houses and their weaving skills. Weaving is a primary profession for many Dorze. They 
are also farmers, who prevent soil erosion by ingenious terracing of the mountainsides. 
Around their huts they have their own little garden with vegetables, spices, tobacco and 
enset (false-banana or musa ensete). Afternoon boat trip on Lake Chamo. Boat trip on 
Lake Chamo is along the best anywhere in Ethiopia. One can spot many Hippos and 
the world\'s most spectacular concentrations of Giant Crocodiles. The water birds are 
great the scenery is truly unforgettable. Then after drive to Konso along impressive land 
terracing Overnight Kanta resort  



 
pic. Dorze Traditional Hut, Chencha Village, Arbaminch 

 
Day 4:  Sat. 16 July: Konso, Mursi, Jinka about 156 km  takes1-2 hours from Arba 
minch 

After breakfast leave Konso and drive to the Mursi village to visit and appreciate the 
very attractive culture of the Mursi tribe. They are renowned for the strange custom 
followed by their women who, on reaching maturity, have their lower lips slit and circular 
clay discs inserted.After this visit Mago National park, which is reach in natural habitats 
and different endemic birds and mammals. Then after drive back to Jinka.  Overnight 
Jinka Resort. 



 

Pic. Mursi women, Mursi Village, inside Mago National Park 

 

Pic.Konso traditional village at Konso 

 
Day 5: Sun.17 July: Jinka-Turmi – Murulle - Turmi about 225km and takes 3 hours 

After breakfast drive to Turmi, is your base as you explore the different regions and to 
meet the different tribes who live a life of their own. This day you drive towards the 
Murulle area. Murile Murile (also spelled Muelle and Murli) lies on the banks of the Omo 
River, and is a popular base for exploring what is essentially a rugged area. There is a 
fair amount of wildlife in the area, and a good chance of seeing some form of antelope  



 

and possibly raptors overhead. The two main tribes who live in the area are the Karo 
and the Hamer, both of whom practice scarification and have elaborate hairstyles. The 
Karo ethnic groups are experts in body painting, using clays and locally available 
vegetable pigments to trace fantastic patterns on their faces, chests, arms and legs. 
These designs have no special symbolic significance but are created purely for fun and 
aesthetic effect, each artist vying to outdo his fellows. Karo men also sculpt and shave 
their hair into extravagant shapes, with special ochre "caps" of hair usually containing 
several ostrich feathers. Overnight Buska Lodge. 

 

Hamer tribe, Turmi Village 

Day 6:  Mon. 18 July: Turmi - Omorate - Turmi  about 300 km and takes 3-4 hours 

 
Today you visit the Geleb tribes, crossing the Omo River by boat. The people of Geleb 
have their own distinctive dress and decoration and villages with interesting 
architecture. In the afternoon we drive back to Turmi and spend the night camping. The 
Geleb Covering a large territory, the Geleb live along the western banks of the Omo 
River, having been forced out of the Turkana region by conflict in the 18th century. 
Originally nomadic pastoralists, the more fertile surroundings of the Omo River has 
caused them to put down more permanent roots based around fishing and agriculture. 
The Geleb live in small huts that befit their nomadic origins, as they could be easily and 
quickly dismantled. Overnight Buska Lodge 



 
pic. Children of Geleb Tribe(Dasanach Tribe) at Omorate 

 

Pic. Evangadi night dancing of Hamer Tribe, Turmi Village 

Day 7: Tues. 19 July: Drive to Arba Minch 

  
Drive back to Arba Minch: on the way visit the Cushitic speaking Arbore people and 
their villages. The Abore people adorn themselves with beads and aluminum jewelry. 
Overnight Paradise Lodge 



 
 Pic. Agirl from Erbore tribe, the way back from Turmi to Arbaminch 

 

.Day 9 Wednesday 20 July “Drive approximately 8 hours this day, and stay July 20 at 
Debrezit, the best resort area, and on July 21 morning drive to Addis (about 1 hour), 
and depart to Nairobi. The extra cost for one  additional night will be USD 289 P/P.      
Overnight:  Kuriftu resort hotel. 

 

 

Day 10:  Thurs. 21 July: Drive back to Addis Ababa-Departure  

End of the tour.  
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Pic. Our vehicles 

The distances: 

 
Addis--Arbaminch=450km & 8 hrs drive (asphalt) 
Arbaminch---Tumi=285km & 5 hrs drive (asphalt&gravel) 
Turmi--Omorate--Turmi=140km & 3 hrs drive (gravel) 
Turmi---Jinka=120km & 3 hrs drive (gravel&asphalt) 
Jinka--Mago N. Park--Jinka=140km & 3 hrs drive (gravel) 
Jinka--Arbaminch=260 km & 5 hrs drive (asphalt) 
Arbaminch-- Addis= 500km & 9 hrs drive via Great African Rift valley (asphalt) 

Currency US dollars 

Anti-Malaria vaccination or tablets recommended 

Tourist Visa is US$70. USA & Kenyan citizens can get Visas upon arrival at airport. 

 

 



 

Price Includes: 

The Eka Hotel in Nairobi, for the night of 12th July 

-Accomodation on twin room sharing on full board basis 

-All entrance fees to all visited sites 

-Ground transportation 4x4 Toyota Land Cruiser 

-English speaking guide 

-Local guide fees 

-Driver allowance 

Price excludes 

-Tips 

-Luggage load and unload fees 

-Personal expenses 

-Alcholic drinks 

-Airfare Nairobi/Addis Ababa, return 

 

 

 

 


