
 

INTRODUCTORY LETTER FROM JEFF SINK, FOR HIS AFRICAN SAFARI, 2016 

African Safari with Jeff Sink and Vivien Prince (owner and operator of “As You Like 

It Safaris in Nairobi, Kenya). 

  

  

I have decided to lead another safari in mid July through early August, of 2016.  I have now 

organized and guided 15 trips to Kenya, Tanzania and South Africa.  I myself have been to Africa 

21 times.    

My love affair with Africa began in the 1980s when my mother, who was a petite rare books 

librarian, went to Africa as a bishop in her church, to assist missionaries living in East Africa.  I 

couldn’t believe that she would travel to the “dark continent” as it seemed so out of character 

for her.  She returned with stories of the “great migration” and pictures of herself hot air 

ballooning over the Serengeti and then I was hooked.  I was living in Fairbanks, Alaska at the 

time, and had already been chased by a grizzly bear while backpacking in the Brooks Range and 

I had been assaulted by a mother moose in Denali National Park, so I thought it only fair to 

allow the large African mammals a chance to play violent games with my body so they felt 

equal with the Alaska fauna.   So in 1998 I went to East Africa for the first time and I spent a 

fortune to go this wildlife/photographic safari in Kenya.  It was amazing.  I never felt so alive 

and it changed my life forever.  

I immediately wanted to go back the following summer and I also felt driven to share the 

experience with others.  The African people and their joy, the sights, sounds and the smells of 

the savannah and the jungle, and the sheer exhilaration of being surrounded by a herd of 300 

elephants and watch their interactions with their babies from 15 feet away, it was just too 

much.  The problem was African safaris were so expensive.  I spent $14,000 dollars on my first 

safari in 1998, and it was only 10 days long.  I, as a poorly reimbursed educator could not afford 

those prices.  So the next summer, I booked a trip with a cut rate safari operator based in 

Nairobi, that I discovered online.  He only charged me $6000 for the same trip but whoa did I 

discover the dark side of African safaris on this trip.  I was loaded in with 8 other people in a 

mini van (which broke down 4 times in 10 days and got stuck in the mud three times) and we 

traveled around Kenya.  Every time we came upon a lion all 8 people crowded around the one 

available window elbowing me in the face and bruising my body.  And, the damn safari operator 

would say after 2 minutes, well it’s time to go, let’s go find another animal.  Then I discovered 

that on typical safari you pay a fortune and only go out into the field for two hours in the 



morning and two hours in afternoon.  The rest of the time you sit around the camp/lodge 

wondering what the hell you paid your money for.  It was torture.  It was a rip off and 

unfortunately 95% of all safaris and the companies that run them, operate the same way.  

Well then I discovered Vivien Prince, the owner – operator of As You Like It Safaris, Nairobi, 

Kenya (www.Asyoulikeitsafaris.com).  She has lived in Kenya all her life and she ran safaris the 

way they have been run since Teddy Roosevelt went to African in 1912.  I have been booking 

and running my trips with Vivien Prince ever since.  She is all about safety, the comfort of the 

participants and finding the cheetahs.  

She does not mark up the price.  As a matter of fact, next summer, our safari will be basically a 

non-profit trip.  We don’t make a dime, we just cover the costs.  She shares my passion for 

showing Kenya to Americans before the magic is gone forever.  The cost is still significant 

(basically just under $8,000 for the basic safari) but this trip is in reality a $14,000 dollar safari.  

We only put four people in a vehicle and our 4-wheel drives are custom built $100,000 Land 

cruisers, which can go anywhere and never break down.  Everyone has a full bench seat to 

themselves and a roof hatch.    

We go out into the field at 6:30am and we stay out until 11am every morning, and then we go 

out again at 3:30pm and stay out until sunset.  If the lions are hunting, or the wildebeests are 

crossing the Mara River, or the leopards are building a pyramid with the elephants, then we 

might take picnic lunches and stay out all day.   

Our safaris offer “unlimited game drives” and this is unique in Africa.   

We only use handpicked guides who we know personally and these guides are fluent in English 

and they are college graduates, who can identify any bird or animal.  They stress safety first and 

are true professionals.  They will become your lifelong friends.  

We stay in 5 or 4 star lodges/safari camps, where the food is magnificent and the swimming 

pools inviting.  You will believe that you are on a luxury cruise with animals. 

  

We spend time with researchers.  We meet the Masai and Samburu people.  We only go to the 

most wonderful national parks and reserves.  And we keep the cost down.  We also visit 

schools, orphanages and try and give back to the Kenyan people.  

If you have received this email it is because you have traveled with me before or you have 

expressed an interest in going to Kenya before.  Or maybe I am just spamming you.  

The trip will change your life.  It is not a vacation – it is an adventure.  



I have now taken over 300 people to Africa and I can honestly say that everyone has had the 

best experience /adventure of their lives.  Africa is the only place you can go, where 

expectations are always exceeded by the majesty and the wonder of the place.  

What do I know about African travel and safaris?  

1.              It will change your life forever. 

2.              It is still expensive, but remember, you are travelling 2/3 of the way around the world 

and you have custom vehicles to travel in and you stay in lodges and camps that look like tree 

house in Swiss Family Robinson (if any remembers that old Disney movie) that provide 

everything for you. 

3.              Despite the expense, a trip to Africa is equal to every other vacation you will take 

combined.  You will never stop reliving your experiences. 

4.              Africa must be experienced before you die if you love nature, animals and world 

travel.  It is that good.  If you go to the great safari lodge in the sky without having first 

journeyed to Africa, you will have missed out on the best the planet has to offer. 

5.              Safaris are the very best family vacation.  I have seen families that never talk to each 

other, go on safari with me and all of a sudden the kids and their parents are crying and 

laughing together with joy and wonder.  Cell phones don’t work and batteries die on “game 

boys” and real life is resurrected. 

6.              Every day, and actually every minute in Africa is a new adventure.  Where else can 

you go, where around every corner is another miracle?  

Why go with me?  Besides the obvious answer (my charisma, good looks, incessant chatter and 

annoying personality) the real answer is Vivien Prince and I know how to run the best safaris in 

Africa.   We also know the 7 truths of travel in Africa:  Safety, great safari organization, custom 

vehicles, the best guides, location/lodging, time in the field and price point. 

  

1.              Safety – there is no doubt that traveling to Kenya is potentially a dangerous 

proposition.  Of course driving on any freeway in America is equally if not more dangerous.  We 

basically shepherd you every minute of the trip.  We leave nothing to change.  We act like a 

giant amoeba and we do everything today.   

2.              African safari companies and organization – if you go online and Google safaris in 

Kenya, you will find over a thousand companies promising to take you to the wildlife.  About 

95% of these companies are bogus.   They are people with a van who live in Nairobi, and have 



the ability to construct a website.  They rip you off, and your trip will be a disaster.  I go with 

Vivien Prince, a born and bred Kenyan, who has had her own company for 27 years (As You Like 

It Safaris).  It is a very small company who caters to people who want to experience the real 

Africa (as per the movie Out of Africa).  Vivien goes on all my trips herself.  She pampers the 

clients and manhandles the lodges so that we get everything we want.  She is meticulous to a 

fault and she runs the safest and best safaris in Africa. 

3.              Custom vehicles – if you book your own trip to Africa, more than likely you will be 

placed with 8 other paying clients in a “mini van” and driven insane.   

4.              Best guides – guides make your trip.  They teach and protect and guide.  We use 

guides who I personally know.  Each guy speaks flawless English and usually has an advanced 

degree in wildlife management or biology.  They work 15 hours a day for you.  They can identify 

every bird and animal and their number one mandate is safety at all costs.  They will become 

your lifelong friends after the trip. 

5.              Location and lodging – you have heard the expression “location, location and 

location” and it is never truer than on safari.  WE stay in the heart of every national park.  We 

drive one minute away from the lodge and we are in the animals.  We go on safari during the 

“great wildebeest migration” when 1.5 million animals migrate from Tanzania up into Kenya.  

This is considered the greatest wildlife show on earth.  The animals ford the rivers and fight to 

survive the onslaught of the Nile crocodiles and the awaiting jaws of the lion prides on the 

other side of the rivers.  We stay in 4 and 5 star lodges only.  The food is gourmet.  You can eat 

all day.  Our tented camps or lodges are set in the midst of the grazing animals and each lodge 

has an electric fence around it, so you are completely safe and yet can sit and have dinner with 

elephants only 100 meters away.  It is amazing.  Each lodge has a swimming pool and numerous 

things to do in camp.  Luxury all the way is the key. 

6.              Time in the field – I feel so sorry for 95% of the people who go on safari.  What 

companies do is they take you out in the field every morning at 6:30 am and then return for 

breakfast at 8:30 am.  But then they leave you in camp for the next seven hours.  They take you 

out again at 4 pm for another two-hour game drive and then you return for dinner.  4 hours in 

the field each day?  What the hell?  We go out every day at 6:15 am and stay out until 11 am.  

Then we come back for lunch, a nap, and a swim but at 3:30 pm we are gone again and we stay 

out until usually 7 pm.  So we are in the field for about 8 hours every day.  Sometimes (often 

actually) we will take picnic lunches and stay out all day.  We visit with researchers.  We meet 

and Samburu and Masai people.  We really go to Africa. 

7.              Price point – the safari we are leading next year is priced at about $7900 dollars.  But 

if you research our itinerary and price compare with other safaris with the same itinerary, you 



will quickly discover that we are offering a $14,000 safari for about $8000.  Plus we stay out all 

day and we use custom vehicles and we stay in the best lodges.  It is the safari deal of a lifetime.  

How can we do this?  Neither Vivien Prince nor myself makes a dollar.  We run these trips as a 

way to try and help Africa.  Plus my wife is a doctor, thank goodness.    

Next summer we are offering the most unique safari we have ever lead.  We will lead a “main 

safari” which journeys to the four most famous game parks in East Africa, Amboseli (at the foot 

of Mt. Kilimanjaro) Samburu (northern Kenya), Lake Nakuru (central Kenya) and the best game 

park in the entire world – the Masai Mara (northern Serengeti).  But we will be adding a night at 

the Mt. Kenya Safari Club (truly exotic) and Lake Elmenteita in the Rift Valley (both very unique 

locations).  While in the Misaim Mara we will stay at two different locations.  

You have the option of skipping the first national park – Amboseli (if you want to spend less 

time or money on the safari) and you can join us for the three other game parks including the 

Masai Mara.  

We will also be offering a “pre-trip extension” to Ethiopia’s Omo Valley.  This 7-day journey will 

be less pampered than the rest of the trip and is for the truly adventurous.  If you Google the 

Omo Valley you will see that the most iconoclastic aboriginal people left on the planet live 

there.  Priced at under $3000 for seven days this is a great deal but remember the 

accomodations will not be plush like they will be in Kenya.  But you will journey where only 

National Geographic goes.    

Finally, we will offer a post “Main Safari” extension to the exotic island of Zanzibar (off the 

coast of Tanzania in the Indian Ocean).  If you like beaches and azure colored waters –look at 

the pictures of Zanzibar).  This will be a four-day extension where the first two nights we stay in 

Stone Town, a town built entirely of coral that was constructed in approximately 800AD.  It is 

amazing.  Tiny cobble stone streets, artists, churches and etc.  The last two days we will stay at 

a beach resort on the Indian Ocean where the snorkeling and beach combing and beauty will 

blow your mind. 

  

 

I have attached 4 things:    A price sheet for each part of the trip.  

An itinerary for the “main trip” including Amboseli – which you could omit if you wanted to do 

so.  

                                                Itinerary for Ethiopia and the Omo Valley.  



                                                Itinerary for the Zanzibar post trip.  

If you are at all interested shoot me an email and I will keep sending you information.  

Signups will close right before Christmas of this year, although the trip may fill quickly.  I fully 

expect that this trip will fill very rapidly.    

You can research Vivien Prince at    www.Asyoulikeitsafaris.com  

You can look at my African images at www.1X.com/member/alaskakd  - go to this website as 

linked and then double click on the images.  

You can email me with questions at alaskakd@gmail.com  

Hope you can make it.  Let me know.  ASAP 

If you decide to go or you are thinking about the trip – note that we will spend the next 11 

months getting ready for the trip.  I will send you reading lists, and I will have 3 seminars to 

teach photography, wildlife identification, history and even a little Swahili before we go.  You 

will be ready.  

Feel free to forward any and all of this material to friends.  If you want to go on this trip invite 

your best friend, son, daughter, mother, father, brother, sister or Yoda – they will thank you.  

Regards Jeff Sink 

 


