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A cheetah walked purposefully toward our vehicle, her cub running beside her.  It was early evening of 

August 2nd 2012, on the plains of the Maasai Mara Game Reserve.  The Cheetah leapt on to our Land 

Cruiser, and leapt again to the top of the roof, for a bird’s eye view of the plains, and any possible 

“food” in sight.  A moment in time, a lifetime’s wish, they came together for us on safari in August 2012. 

 

We were all so excited, and even more so, when she jumped off our car, and on to our second vehicle! 

One of our most enthusiastic photographers, Jeff Sink, actually carefully climbed high enough to reach 

over the roof with his camera, he could barely control his excitement in this ecstatic moment. 

 



The young Cheetah stood in obedient vigil, as she watched her mother atop the Land Cruiser.  We had 

rare and wonderful moments photographing her. 

 

The grip of Cheetah excitement, rolled into another day, when we found a mother with five cubs.  

She strode through tall grass, the cubs frisking behind her.  Unknown to her at this point were a 

pair of menacing rogue lions watching from the top of a hill.  As the mother Cheetah stepped on 

to an ant mound for a view, she saw the lions, and they were staring each other out.  The cubs, 

who, seconds earlier had been playing, seemed to understand danger, and they crouched 

together atop the hill next to their mother. 

We were all terrified, as the realization dawned on us that these lions were intent on killing the 

Cheetah and her cubs.  Fortunately, Jeff had the number of one of the rangers, and called, 

warning him of the impending danger, and that the Cheetahs needed protection.    As the 

rangers came we watched with increasing disbelief. 

 

The lioness suddenly walked along the top of the ridge, and edged her way down towards the 

Cheetah.  The male lion strode strongly forward passing right in front of our Land Cruiser.  The 

mother Cheetah came down from the mound, stalking at first, as the cubs crouched in fear.  

Suddenly all hell was let loose!  The rangers car arrived and drove through rough grass, mounds 

and rocks to put their car between the Cheetahs and the lions.  The Cheetah then charged and 

leapt at the lioness clobbering her with her paw.  



The male lion was getting closer to the cubs.  The cubs’ instinct was miraculous as they scampered 

the other side of the mound and disappeared into the grass.  Jeff and his driver could not stand it 

and rushed their vehicle up to chase the lioness from the Cheetah, and, in hitting a rock, the co-

passenger, Ted, hit his head on a bar, and his glasses cut into the skin above his eye.  The rangers 

called to all the cars that were there, to get out of their way so they could handle the situation – 

they actually had to shoot the lions with rubber pellets to move them off in the opposite direction 

to the Cheetahs.  We learned later that these rogue lions, just a week earlier, had killed another 

Cheetah and her cub. 

We rushed Ted back to the Serena lodge, as Jeff gave vigorous first aid.  Within minutes Ted was 

with a doctor, who runs his own clinic at the lodge, and was stitched up.  I understand Ted has 

made a full recovery, and to be honest, he seemed proud of his battle wound! 

The Cheetahs are an endangered species, and we could not stand by and watch them get killed.  

We just could not. 



The Cheetah stories on this safari were tri-fold in their excitement.  Earlier, in Samburu, we had 

found a mother with four cubs.  We actually saw her chase and try to kill a warthog, which she 

missed.  While she hunted, her cubs were sitting obediently awaiting her return.  Things went 

wrong, as the mother ran into a troop of Baboons (who are carnivores given the chance).  They 

chased her – and we had no idea they could move so fast.  The baboons suddenly divided, some 

going after the mother who ran in on direction leading them away from her cubs, while a few 

others saw the cubs and went after them .  If the Baboons had caught the cubs they would have 

killed them!  Again, rules went to the wind as we charged in and saved the cubs from the baboons.  

A happy ending ensued, as the cubs ran towards their mother (now safe and calling from a 

distance.) 



The gentle giants, Elephants, in Kenya, and around the world, are being poached mercilessly for 

their ivory.  This year, we had the most spectacular viewing and photographing of Elephants in 

Amboseli, Samburu and the Maasai Mara.  Pictures are better than a thousand words: 

We are very proud to be associated with a new NGO, Friends of Wildlife, started by a group of 

Kenyans, who can no longer tolerate the murder of our Elephants.  The Founder of the 

organization, is Isack Fayo, and this is what he says: “The murders and brutality inflicted by 

persons from Kenyan communities on our elephants, for monetary gains of ivory sale, is 

posing serious question on our intergenerational responsibility to our children. It’s like 

watching and abetting a criminal to kill our livestock. Why should an individual be so 

inhumane to a creature who has all rights of life and a better one for that? What will 

we tell our children if watch criminals wipe out elephants in our counties/country? We 

should stand up to these thieves who steal from us what is communally ours.” 



We are especially proud that Vivien has been elected President of Friends of Wildlife, and the 

company, along with its social responsibility in supporting Hope Streams Academy, will now 

also support Friends of Wildlife. 

The Great Migration of 2012 was the greatest we have ever seen.  There must have been 2 million 

Wilderbeest and Zebras.  We drove for miles for days and saw multitudes of migratory animals, at 

first gathered in huge herds, and gradually dispersing.  We hope we will see many of you in 2013 

to experience this wonder of the world. 



The plains game and more unusual did not disappoint.  For the first time we saw a baby giraffe 

nursing in the Maasai Mara.  We saw an adorable baby Oryx in Samburu, where a lone Grevy’s 

Zebra also posed.  Jackals, Buffalo and even a Leopard obliged.  When you come on safari, it is 

imperative to have a good camera and lenses, to make it worth your while. 



Mt Kenya continues to be one of our specialties, with our incredible Mountain Guide, Symon 

Mutua, always at the helm, leading people up and down the mountain.  The As You Like It 

Safaris Team knows what it takes for an incredible, perfect, safe and memorable Mt. Kenya 

Climb. We tailor make it to suite your interests in terms of the route, number of days and 

number of people. 

Our sample Mt. Kenya Climb Itineraries include, 3,4,5,6, or 7 Days climb via:- 

Sirimon – Naromoru or Chogoria Route, Naromoru – Sirimon or Chogoria Route, Chogoria to 

Sirimon or Naromoru Route. We also do day trips from Nairobi or in between your Safari where 

you can choose to do Mountain or  off road biking or just trek.  

Be it Individuals, families, co-operates, fitness centers, Schools and universities, both locally and 

international, we will do it for you. 



Amongst our this year’s Safaris, here are some insights and testimonies from the clients:- 

The Lagos Away Team (LAT) at Amboseli National Park:- 

 

“The LAT safari is well behind us now and I have heard great  

things from many of my friends and seen loads of photographs.  
Everyone was delighted with the tour and especially with yourself  
and the drivers. Thank you so much for making a big success of it all.  

I was really so disappointed that I couldn't come myself. ... Once  
again, many thanks for all your efforts and organization” 

 



Below is a link of some good pictures from our trip: 

  

http://tedtaylor.smugmug.com/EastAfrica-3/Africa-2012/25540462_z65cdt

Keep in touch” 

Ted Taylor joined, Michael Darter, Vivien Prince, Fiona Prince & Jeff Sink [July/August 

2012]:- 
 

  

This is what Ted wrote to us:- 
 

“Sorry for my long delay in getting back to you. I've been traveling for work a lot and its taken until now to get through all of the 
pictures. 

Thanks very much to you and George for helping put together such a wonderful trip. I had a great time. I will certainly visit Kenya 

again. Not sure if it will be next year. But we will see. My face has healed up fine. I didn'tget any pictures of the lion/cheetah fight. If 

you or Fiona and any, could you please send them 

The Geiser Family Safari (October 2012):- 
 

Here is the Link to a complete write up of their memorable Safari:- 

http://www.spendingthekidsinheritance.us/site/Choosing_Safari.html

Here is an excerpt from Gay’s write up:- 

No one likes a travel deal better than me, but this isn’t the trip to scrimp.  The pricey air fare means you have to get the biggest bang for your 

buck when you are there. By using a reputable Kenyan company (with a representative in the United States) to arrange and book your safari, you 

can make sure you are safe, healthy, comfortable, and see more animals than you ever dreamed you could.  Both of our safaris were arranged 

by As You Like it Safaris Since the second trip was for our family of five, As You Like It Safaris had to work within my budget 

We also had a limited number of vacation days and work schedules to deal with.   They worked with my requests for tent camps, new places, 

and a strict time frame. It ended up costing less than a trip to Europe, and we had very few additional expenses.  So, when you get the final cost, 

this is about it. Buy excellent travel insurance, so you can be airlifted out in case of a medical emergency. Don’t wait to go.  The animal 

population is diminishing and you are safer on this trip than traveling across your own hometown.. 

Please follow the above link for the whole write up. 



Our up-coming Safaris with sign ups under way include the:- 

1. As You Like It Safaris open Safari 25th July to 9th August 2013 [Signing up under way] Please  

email us on vivprince@asyoulikeitsafaris.com

2. The Photo workshop Safari with renowned Photographer Theodore Mattas. Sign up is also underway 

and please find more details on this on our website via 

http://www.asyoulikeitsafaris.com/Mattas_2013_Itinerary.pdf

3. Our special Africa Dance Safari with Ballroom Champion and Teacher Norbert Schmidt. Please see 

more details on this via: http://www.asyoulikeitsafaris.com/Dance_Safari.pdf

Amongst these, we can tailor make your own dream Safari to suit your group, family or individual 

interests and budget. 

Feel free to contact us on:- 

vivprince@asyoulikeitsafaris.com or george@asyoulikeitsafaris.com

or call us on +254 724 887 205 in Kenya and + 170 23433 776 in the USA. 

xxxThe Endxxx 

All the best and the Aylis Team wishes all of you happy thanks giving, Christmas and a happy new 

year. 
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